tomy. His medical studies must have been desultory and interrupted, so far as to mere attendance on lectures; for, curiously enough, he never attended a course of lectures on Surgery, and, when only in his nineteenth year, was intrusted with the charge of his cousin Liston's anatomical rooms.
In 1820 he for a time held the dangerous post of house-physician to the Fever Hospital; where he took fever, and narrowly escaped the fate of so many of his successors.
He took every opportunity of obtaining a practical knowledge of his profession in all its branches, and about this time, 1821, he was one of four resident clerks, who did the duty now done by eight resident physicians and surgeons in the Royal Infirmary. While there he saw much of the old practice, and it was part of his duty to bleed the patients who were supposed to need depletion. We have often heard him tell of the numbers of names he used to find entered in a special book which he had to take with him in his evening visit to the wards, and the difficulties he used sometimes to 
